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120 PIANO QUESTIONS

all your household goods you were to
place them on the new floor as they
were placed on the old. Practice will,
of course, facilitate this process very
much. Transposition at sight is based
on somewhat different principles. Here
you have to get mentally settled in the
new tonality, and then follow the course
of intervals. If you find transposition
difficult you may derive consolation from
the thought that it is difficult for every-
body, and that transposing at sight is, of
course, still more difficult than to trans-
pose after studying the piece beforehand.

PLAYING FOR PEOPLE

During the period of serious study
may I play for people (friends or strangers)
or should I keep entirely away from the
outside world ?

From time to time you may play for
people the pieces you have mastered,
but take good care to go over them
afterward — the difficult places slowly —
in order to eliminate any slight errors or
unevenness that may have crept in. To
play for people is not only a good in-
centive for further aspirations; it also
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furnishes you with a fairly exact estimate
of your abilities and shortcomings, and
indicates thereby the road to improve-
ment. To retire from the outside world
during the period of study is an out-
lived, obsolete idea which probably origi-
nated in the endeavour to curb the
vanity of such students as would neglect
their studies in hunting, prematurely,
for applause. I recommend playing for
people moderately and on the condition
that for every such ‘performance” of
a piece you play it afterward twice,
slowly and carefully, at home. This
will keep the piece intact and bring you
many other unexpected advantages.

I can never do myself justice when
playing for people, because of my ner-
vousness. How can I overcome it?

If you are absolutely certain that your
trouble is due to “nervousness” you
should improve the condition of your
nerves by proper exercise in the open air
and by consulting your physician. But
are you quite sure that your ‘“nervous-
ness” is not merely another name for
self-consciousness, or, worse yet, for a
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